
Midsummer Nights Dressage 

at 

American Sporthorse 

2023 Dressage Shows 
  

Enjoy Dressage on the Cooler Coast! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

All recognized shows qualify for CDS Annual show 

Cool weather, great footing, fun prizes! 

 

 

Sunday July 9: 3 star show: B. Breen-Gurley (S) 

#343287 

 Thursday August 3: 3 star show: J. Ashton Moore (S) 

#344112 

USEF * USDF * CDS 

  

August show closing date: July 27, 2023 6pm ` See website for entry blanks  

  

Show Manager and Secretary:  Claudia Deffenbaugh  650-867-3115  

Pre-Show organizing/Grounds:    Anne Howard   831-247-5584 
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Welcome  We are excited to provide a showing opportunity at our barn. Safety is clearly an important 

safety for everyone these days, please read the following guidelines carefully as we adhere tostate and 

federal criteria to ensure safety for all. 

 

***NOTE STATE REGULATIONS*** 

1. All entries will be required to have a negative VS vet certificate dated within 5 days of the show date 

2. Three (3) days of temperature records leading up to the show, and  

3. An inspection on arrival at the show grounds before leaving your immediate trailer area. 

 

There will be no general foot traffic through ASH barns or tack areas.  

The riding arenas, covered arena gallery, viewing berm and show parking field and show barn are 

the only areas open to the show participants. Please don’t touch horses/halters/equipment in barns or 

pasture areas. 

Food vending onsite, water and snacks will be available throughout the show day. 

 

Technical Delegates:  July: Michele Nihipali 808-227-0167  

    August: Doris North 714-606-3475 

 

EMT: Daniel Smith, EMT on grounds for all shows. 661-912-3555cell 

 

Veterinarian: Steinbeck Country Equine 831-455-1808 they are also closest equine surgical 

facility, approximately 30 minutes away.  (831) 455-1808 

Address:  15881 Toro Hills Avenue, Salinas, California 93908  

Farrier: On call – TBA, posted for each show at results display. 

 

Video: All rides will be video recorded, can arrange for DVD, email files or or other contactless 

delivery. Video booth set up on viewing berm. See Cindy Volz’s info page for payment details, 

her contact info 510-305-7327 or etcsportsvideo@yahoo.com. 

 

Food & beverages available at self serve table by secretary desk—honor system, please pay the 

attendant at the secretary’s table. Fruit, pizza, cookies, chips, drinks, etc.

 

. 
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Class List for Recognized Shows  Please indicate Open/AA/Jr Division for each class 

1. Training Level Test 1 

2. Training Level Test 2 

3. Training Level Test 3  (Q) 

4. Training Level Test of Choice (Q for test 3) 

 

5. First Level Test 1 

6. First Level Test 2 

7. First Level Test 3  (Q) 

8. First Level Test of Choice (Q for test 3) 

 

9. Second Level Test 1 

10. Second Level Test 2 

11. Second Level Test 3  (Q) 

12. Second Level Test of Choice (Q for test 3) 

 

13. Third Level Test 1 

14. Third Level Test 2 

15. Third Level Test 3  (Q) 

 

16. Fourth Level Test 1 

17. Fourth Level Test 2 

18. Fourth Level Test 3  (Q) 

 

19. FEI Prix St. Georges  (Q) 

20. FEI Intermediate I  (Q) 

21. FEI Intermediate 2  (Q) 

22. FEI Grand Prix  (Q) 

23. FEI Test of Choice  (Q) 

 

24. USDF Musical Freestyle TOC (Specify Level)  (Q) 

25. FEI Musical Freestyle (specify level)  (Q) 

 
26-29 Exempt from USDF rider and horse membership 

26. USDF Quadrille Compulsory Test of Choice A 

27. USDF Quadrille Compulsory Test of Choice B 

28. USDF Quadrille Freestyle 

29. USDF Quadrille Test of Choice 

 

Opportunity Classes offer show experience 

without needing all memberships and horse 

registrations. 

30. Opportunity Introductory Test A 

31. Opportunity Introductory Test B 

32. Opportunity Introductory Test C 

33. Opportunity Training Level Test 1 

34. Opportunity Training Level Test 2 

35. Opportunity Training Level Test 3 

36. Opportunity First Level Test 1 

37. Opportunity First Level Test 2 

38. Opportunity First Level Test 3 
39. Opportunity Prix Caprilli Intro 

40. Opportunity Prix Caprilli Training 

41. Opportunity Prix Caprilli First 

42. Opportunity Dressage Seat Equitation, Open 

43. Opportunity Dressage Seat Equitation, Junior 

 

(Prix caprilli tests available from the organizer) 

 

Test of Choice classes allow for same test done 

more than one time (different class) 

 

44. Open USDF/USEF Test of Choice Section A  

     (Q if applicable) 

45. Open USDF/USEF Test of Choice, Section B  

     (Q if applicable) 

 

46. Dressage Seat Equitation Open 

47. Dressage Seat Equitation Junior 

 

48-51 Exempt from USDF rider and horse membership 

48. USDF Introductory Test A 

49. USDF Introductory Test B 

50. USDF Introductory Test C 

51. Pas de Deux 



4 

 

Class fees: Introductory & DSE $50, Training-3rd Level $60, 4th-FEI and FS $65,                  

Pas de Deux & Quadrille $70. For highest test of level, add $15 USDF Q fee if needed

 

 

 

 

Note: Classes may not run in listed order; if you have time issues or multiple horses or students 

showing, please indicate preferred order of go.  If you want to waive the “50 minutes between 

rides” please indicate so in writing on your entry and state ideal break time between rides. 

 

INCLUDE COPIES OF MEMBERSHIP CARDS with ENTRY OR PAY PITA fee of $20 

KNOW THE RULES BEFORE YOU SHOW -  

THE RULE BOOK IS ONLINE 

AT USEF.ORG 

OPPORTUNITY CLASSES: These classes allow  

riders to compete without having rider and horse memberships 

 

FREESTYLES: Include proof of eligibility with entry, we use regular CD  

music format. Sound check at lunch break or before show starts. 

 

Need to ride same test several times? We offer test of choice for that 

 reason, and can accommodate those requests. Same level, multi horse? Doing different classes 

can help with scheduling. Contact us if complex situation. 

 

Qualifying for Regional Championships: For Great American Insurance Group/Regional 

Championship qualifying classes, add a Q and $15 to test fee.  

Test of choice can also be Q if riding appropriate test.  

 

FOR GAIG/USDF Qualifying Classes you must have current participating memberships for 

rider & owner, and USDF Lifetime Horse registration and an active USEF registration (annual 

or Life) for horse.  

 

All classes at all shows (training level or higher) are eligible towards CDS annual show 

qualifying if CDS memberships are in effect, including opportunity classes. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Memberships: If not a USEF member, a Show Pass $45 (must be purchased from USEF before 

the show, see page 10 for more membership information and details.  If not a USDF member, a  

USDF Non member fee of $35 may be paid through the show.        

                  

Show Grounds/Mailing address: American Sporthorse, 1177 Buena Vista Drive, Watsonville 

CA 95076  Make checks payable to American Sporthorse. 
 

Directions:  From Hwy 1, take the Buena Vista exit on the north side of Watsonville, turn west, 

the farm is 0.5 mile on the left.  

Gated entry to farm: push the black button by the keypad to open the gate automatically from 

7am to 7pm. Exiting: same policy but the button to activate is at the top of the hill, not down next 

to the gate. Gate stays open for only 30 seconds.  Ask for early / late access code if needed. 

 

Parking:  All vehicles continue down driveway past the covered arena to the field on LEFT. 

Follow the signs. All show traffic and parking will be in the trailer field.  Follow signage and 

please be careful not to block gates in/out for other big trailers. Our driveway is shared with 2 

other properties, please do NOT block access on the main driveway at any time.  CURRENT 

VS/VET POLICY: MUST CHECK IN WITH PARKING STEWARD OR VET REP BEFORE 

UNLOADING. 

 

Entries: Entries will be accepted in first-come basis until show is full, additional entries will be 

accepted to fill scratches without a post entry fee. Post entries considered during show only as 

space may allow with $20 post entry fee added. Entries must include all required fees, 

membership copies, signatures and payment. If you have questions on fees for any competition, 

please call management for clarification. No phone entries.  

Equestrian Entries are encouraged, but paper entries are welcome without additional charge. 

Emailed or faxed entries will incur an additional $25 service fee. Entries will not be accepted or 

ride times generated for the entry until entry is complete and payment received. Checks payable 

to American Sporthorse.  
 

Class Entry Fees: 

 

Introductory & DSE $50 

Training-3rd Level $60 

4th-FEI and FS              $65 

Pas de Deux & Quadrille $70 

Mandatory fees per horse/entry: 

         

        CDFA Drug fee $14 

        USEF Drug & Med $23 

        Office fee $35 
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Non-Recognized Classes: Sometimes offered for experience and educational purposes, these 

classes do not accrue points or qualify for awards or qualify for any championship. 
 

CLOSING DATE: the entry must be in our hands at that time. Returned checks will incur $50 

NSF fee and must be cleared with cash, certified check or money order. Scratches received 

before closing date will be refunded less a $25 processing fee. Scratches on or after closing date 

are NOT eligible for refund unless ride times are filled from a wait list. If the show is cancelled 

due to weather or other emergency, 100% of entry fees will be refunded, office fees may be 

retained if required to satisfy financial obligations to officials and organizations.   

 

Every class offered herein is covered by the rules and specifications of the current USEF Rule 

Book and will be conducted and judged in accordance therewith. These shows follow all current 

USEF rules and use current USEF/USDF/FEI dressage tests, it is the competitor’s responsibility 

to be informed. 
 

Ride times: Emailed to competitors 2-3 days before the show, may be updated; double check 

your email  for times by noon the day before the show. They will be finalized by noon the day 

before the show and posted at the showgrounds and online at FoxVillage. We try not to do large 

shifts unless many scratches leave big holes in the schedule. It is the exhibitor's responsibility to 

contact the organizer (831-247-5584) if unable to access the times online or via email.   

 

PLEASE make sure your email and name is legible on your entry! 

Show Attire: Show attire per USEF rules will be required. Refer to the USEF rulebook. 
 

Awards: Ribbons 1st to 5th, horse appreciation goodies for all, glassware or other prizes for 1st 

place. High score award for each show, freestyle not to count. Awards and tests are picked up at 

the secretary table or mailed after the event per competitor’s preference. 

Stabling: Permanent 12’x16’ stalls with solid doors and rubber matted floors @ $100/show, 

initial and added shavings included in stall fee. Check on availability, 12 stalls available in show 

barn. Horses love the airy stalls in the show barn. Bring your own buckets and feed, we provide 

the bedding.  12 stalls with mats and stud panels. Limited bathing as we are on a well. A few 

separated stall are available and reserved for stallions or other special needs horses. 
 

Accommodations: Many hotels near show grounds. Motel 6: 831-728-4144 (allows pets); 

Holiday Inn Express 831-728-3600; Days Inn, 831-740-4520; many more available. Review 

more options on our website at www.in-balance.com, or search online for Watsonville or Aptos 

areas. Be aware we are a tourist area and hotel prices can be expensive in the summer months. 

Two apartments on site, contact management if interested (fully furnished airBNB style). 
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Arenas/Footing/Schooling: Footing is excellent sand/synthetic and dust-free and similar in both 

arenas. Warm up is covered arena 21m x 60m, main show arena is outside. Standard 20m x 60m 

arena for all classes.  

 

Schooling in main and warm-up available only after 2pm day before show.  Show arena 

closed at 7pm until start of show for arena prep.   

 

Warm Up area: Pas and Quads will be scheduled around breaks to allow for adequate spacing 

and safety. Prix Caprilli (jumping tests) will also be scheduled around breaks to allow for warm 

up to have jumps. 

 

Dogs: Leave your dogs at home or in/at your vehicle, NOT permitted on leash on the grounds. 

They can be disruptive to riders and resident animals. 

 

Test Calling: We have a PA system/microphone for music and calling tests (occasionally a 

passing airplane or helicopter from nearby airport can causes an unamplified reader to be 

unhearable). Our announcer is willing to call your test (simply ask them as you enter the arena), 

your caller may use our PA system (come to the announcers desk at the time) or your caller may 

stand by E or B in the arena per USEF rules. 

Freestyles: Standard CD format for music including MP3 format. Sound check available during 

breaks in show, contact announcer. Know your eligibility requirements and submit proof of 

qualifying ride with entry. 

 

Quadrilles and Pas de Deux: Each horse must have separate entry and pay required individual 

fees, only one entry fee is required per team. Indicate level on entry. 
 

Lunging: Extremely limited. Allowed in the covered arena only if the warm-up arena is vacant 

or before or after the show time. Field area available but not a prepared arena. If you need to 

lunge, please prepare to come early before the show starts. The arena will be CLOSED to 

lunging 1 hour before the first ride time. Breaks might allow for lunge time, but do not presume 

this is available. 

Food: Available at the secretary area throughout the show.   

 

Sharps: In accordance with the rules of USEF Bio-Hazardous Medical Waste containers are 

provided at the show office and stabling area. All exhibitors and their agents are responsible for 

the proper disposal of this waste. 
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The fine print! 

USEF MEMBERSHIP STATEMENT Life, senior active and junior active members shall be 

eligible to participate in all classes at Regular Competitions, Eventing Competitions at the 

Preliminary Level or above and Combined Driving Competitions at the Advanced Level, Dressage, 

Reining and Vaulting Competitions and Endurance Rides. A nonmember may participate as a 

handler, rider, driver, owner, lessee, agent, coach or trainer at Regular Competitions, Eventing 

Competitions, Dressage Competitions, Reining Competitions and Combined Driving Competitions 

upon payment of a $45 Show Pass fee. Participants in the following classes are exempted from the 

Requirements of this rule: 1) leadline; 2) exhibitions; 3) games and races; 4) classes for 4-H 

members; 5) walk trot and academy classes (academy classes are classes limited to horses used 

regularly in a lesson program); 6) USDF introductory level tests, pas de deux and quadrille classes; 

7) NRHA Endorsed Reining Competitions. 8) Opportunity classes, 9) citizens of other nations who 

have proof, in English, of current membership in good standing of their own National Federation, 

10) USEA beginner novice division; and 11) assistant handlers in Dressage Sport Horse Breeding 

classes.  

 

Every person participating in any competition recognized by the Federation is subject to 

the Federation Bylaws and Rules including the provisions of Chapters 6 and 7 and is 

responsible under the rules for their own acts and failures to act and for the acts and 

failure to act of their agent or agents whether or not they or their agent or agents have 

signed an entry blank.  

 

Minors who do not have a valid driver's license which allows them to operate a motorized 

vehicle in the state in which they reside will not be permitted to operate a motorized vehicle 

of any kind including, but not limited to, golf carts, motorcycles, scooters, or farm utility 

vehicles on the competition grounds of recognized competitions. Minors who have a valid 

temporary license may operate the above described motorized vehicles as long as they are 

accompanied by an adult with a valid driver's license. Violators of this rule will be cause 

for sanctions against the parents(s), guardian(s) and/or trainer(s) who are responsible for 

the child committing the offense. Penalties may include exclusion of the child, parent(s), 

guardian(s), and/or trainer(s) from the competition grounds for the remainder of the 

competition and charges being filed against any of the above individuals in accordance with 

Rule 6. Wheelchairs and other mobility assistance devices for individuals with disabilities 

are exempt from this rule.  

 

Sharps: In accordance with the rules of USEF Bio-Hazardous Medical Waste containers 

are provided at the show office and stabling area. All exhibitors and their agents are 

responsible for the proper disposal of this waste.  
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Vaccination Notice: Exhibitors are reminded of USEF's vaccination policy, effective 

12/1/15; see GR845 for details. You can obtain the form from USEF at 

https://www.usef.org/documents/membership/ EquineVaccinationRecord.pdf.  

The completed form, signed by your veterinarian, should be included with your entry. If 

you select an alternative option under the rules, please bring the required documentation.  

In accordance with the rule, competition management has the right to review vaccination 

documentation for every entry. Non-compliant entries may be quarantined or denied 

permission to unload, and will not be allowed to compete nor to mingle with other horses. 

No refunds will be given if right to compete is denied because the vaccination 

documentation is missing or incomplete.  
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Membership Requirements 

Important USEF Rule Change 

New USEF membership rules went into effect on 12/1/2022. Please see GR rules: GR202, 205 and 206 for details.  

Coaches and Trainers now MUST be USEF members at time of entry, even if the “Trainer” is the parent of minor 

rider/owner. Non-member riders, owners, lessees, and agents are allowed to get ONE Show Pass per competition year, 

which must be applied for and paid online to USEF PRIOR TO ENTRY. 

Entries that do not have active USEF member numbers for everyone on the entry will be incomplete unless riding 
ONLY in opportunity classes. If you have a person that will be coaching you at the competition in any non-opportunity 
class, they MUST be listed on the entry as “Coach”, with USEF member number and MUST sign the USEF Entry 
Agreement form. Please make sure you renew your memberships at least 7 days prior to sending your entry. If the horse is 
owned by a Business or Farm, please be sure that the membership recordings are up to date, as well as one of the Bus/Farm 
owners. Both sets of membership numbers and cards must be included in the entry. 

Note that “Opportunity” classes are exempt from these requirements.  

Classes in Introductory through First Level, DSE and Prix Caprilli are offered at this show. 

SAFE SPORT: Every Adult USEF Competing Member listed on show entry MUST complete Safe Sport Training within 30 
days of joining USEF to be eligible to compete. This applies to OWNERS, RIDERS, TRAINERS and COACHES, listed on 
entry. 
 

To participate in USDF shows, the horse MUST have a USDF Number.  A lifetime registration number ($115) enables 
you to participate in all year end rankings and Championships. A simpler USDF Horse Identification Number (HID) can be 
obtained by adding $35 to your entry where indicated which tracks the horse but limits eligibility for year end 
participations.. Rider and Owner on entry must be members of USDF or pay the non-member fee of $35.  

Membership Exceptions: Horses are exempt from USDF and USEF Registration for “Opportunity” and “Introductory” 
classes. Riders/Owners/ Trainers/Coaches are exempt from all membership requirements for “Opportunity” and 
“Introductory” classes. If you have questions about required memberships, email the show secretary before submitting 
entry. 

Eligibility to ride a USDF Regional Championship Qualifying test requires the following:  

• Rider and Owner are ACTIVE USEF members,  

• Owner is PARTICIPATING and/or BUSINESS member of USDF,  

• Rider is PARTICIPATING Member of USDF,  
 

• Horse is USDF Lifetime Registered, and  

• USEF Lifetime or Annual Recorded,  

These memberships must be in place at the time the scores are earned. The $15 fee for the Qualifying ride must be paid in 
advance of the ride. 

See CDS membership page for information on regarding shows and events requiring CDS memberships.  

If  CDS memberships are active, all classes will count towards CDS scores towards Annual Championship Show 

CDS membership generates a Group Membership to USDF for the rider, this is not the same as a Participating Membership 

needed for Regional Qualifying classes. 
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Dust free footing and cool coastal temps make this a great low-key 

show.  Covered warm up arena and outdoor show arena with 

similar footing. 
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New fencing in the lower arena!! 

Riders of all levels are welcome to come & develop we very much enjoy 

seeing the progression. Remember: a rosebud is no less than a rose!- 
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